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scratched his head, and crept into the coach. Having inyself occasion to go into the Strand,, about the same time, we started both together; but the street being very full of coaches, and he not so able a coachman as perhaps he imagined himself, I had soon got a little "Way before him; often, however, having the curiosity to cast my eye back upon him to observe how he behaved himself in this high station, which he did with, great composure until he came to the 'pass', which is a military term the brothers of the whip had given the strait at St Clement's Church; when he was arrived near this place, where are always coaches in waiting, the coachmen began to suck up the muscles of their cheeks, and to tip the wink upon each other, as if they had some roguery in their heads, which I was immediately convinced of; for he no sooner came within reach, but the first of them with his whip took the exact dimension of his shoulders, which he very ingeniously called endorsing; and, indeed, I must say that every one of them took due care to endorse him as he came through their hands. He seemed at first a little uneasy under the operation, and was going in all haste to take the numbers of their coaches; but at length, by the mediation of the worthy gentleman in the coach, his wrath was assuaged, and he prevailed upon to pursue his journey; though, indeed, I thought they had clapped such a spoke in his wheel as had disabled him from being a coachman for that day at least: for I am only mistaken, Mr Spec., if some of these endorsements were not wrote in so strong a hand that they are still legible. Upon my inquiring the reason of this unusual salutation, they told me that it was a custom among them, whenever they saw a brother tottering or unstable in his post, to lend him a hand in order to settle him again therein : for my part, I thought their allegations but reasonable, and so marched off. Besides our coachmen, we do abound in divers other sorts of ingenious robust youth who, I hope, will not take it ill if I refer giving you an account of their several recreations to another opportunity. In the meantime, if you would but bestow a little of your wholesome advice upon our coachmen, it might perhaps "be a reprieve to some of their necks. As I understand you have several inspectors under you, if you would